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The 10 Virgins 

“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like 
ten virgins who took their lamps and went out 
to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were 
foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones 
took their lamps but did not take any oil with 
them. The wise ones, however, took oil in jars 
along with their lamps. The bridegroom was a 
long time in coming, and they all became 
drowsy and fell asleep (Matthew 25:1-5)



10 Virgins

• Wedding

• Groom 

• 5 Wise 

• 5 Unwise

• 5 Had no oil for Lamps

• Waiting for Groom

• Parable of the Kingdom



Who is the Bride?

The Kingdom of Heaven



Cross, Obedience and the Groom

For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the 
head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior.  
Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should 
submit to their husbands in everything Husbands, love 
your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave 
himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the 
washing with water through the word, and to present her 
to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or 
any other blemish, but holy and blameless. (Eph 5:23-27)

Jesus answered, “How can the guests of the bridegroom 
mourn while he is with them? (Matt 9:15)



Church (His Bride) 

• Grateful
• Radiance
• Excitement 
• In the Word (Conduct)
• Without Blemish
• Purity/Holy
• Savior (Saving ourselves)
• Submits to Christ
• Excitement of Union
• Present myself Ready 



Engagement then the Heavenly 
Wedding 

Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the 
first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 
and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy 
City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully 
dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place 
is now among the people, and he will dwell with 
them. They will be his people, and God himself will 
be with them and be their God (Rev 21:1-3)



Am I Wedding/Kingdom 
Ready

The Kingdom of Heaven 



31 Years Ago



Meticulous Wedding Details

• Invites

• Bride’s Dress

• Wedding Venue

• Wedding Gifts

• Wedding Dinner

• Rings

• Personal Vows

• Cake

• DJ

• Place Setting

• Flowers

• Minister

• Counseling

• Tuxes and Dresses

• Transportation

• Rehearsal/Location

• Rehearsal Dinner

• Honeymoon

• Finances

• Months of Planning



The Exception: I’m going to sneak in!

“But when the king came in to see the guests, 
he noticed a man there who was not wearing 

wedding clothes. He asked, ‘How did you get in 
here without wedding clothes, friend?’ The man 

was speechless.

“Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him 
hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the 

darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’ (Matt 22:11-13)



Are You Ready?

“At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to 
meet him!’

“Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish 
ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going 

out.’
“‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. 

Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’
“But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom 

arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding 
banquet. And the door was shut.

“Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for 
us!’

“But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’
“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. 

(6-13)



I’m Ready: Holy and Godly
The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some 

understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not 
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 

repentance.

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens 
will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed 
by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid 

bare.

Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of 
people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly 
lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its 

coming. 

(2 Peter 3:9-11)



Procrastination and Complacency 

The Kingdom of God 



Island Attitude: Go with the Flow!

Complacency is dangerous because it is easy. All 
you have to do is sit back and go with the flow. 
To go against the flow requires work and conflict 
might be involved. To be complacent is to get 
along. Complacency doesn’t require discipline. It 
doesn’t require accountability. It doesn’t require 
action. And because of that it is all too often 
appealing to too many of us. But we can’t be 
complacent. We are commanded to discipline, 
action, and accountability. (Adam Kareus)



Procrastination 

• Studies show that approximately 80%–95% of 
college students engage in procrastination to 
some degree, approximately 75% consider 
themselves to be procrastinators, and 
approximately 50% say that they procrastinate in 
a consistent and problematic manner. 

• In the 1970s, only 5% of adults were considered 
to be chronic procrastinators, but today that 
percentage has grown to 26% (Steel  2017)



Do I Fear God and His Word? 

“Then they will call to me but I will not answer;

they will look for me but will not find me, since they 
hated knowledge and did not choose to fear the Lord. 

Since they would not accept my advice

and spurned my rebuke, they will eat the fruit of their 
ways and be filled with the fruit of their schemes.

For the waywardness of the simple will kill them,

and the complacency of fools will destroy them;

but whoever listens to me will live in safety

and be at ease, without fear of harm.”(Prov 1:28-33)



Little Things Matter!

• “Be careful,” Jesus warned them. “Watch out for 
the yeast of the Pharisees and that of Herod.” 
(Mark 8:15)

• As dead flies give perfume a bad smell, so a little 
folly outweighs wisdom and honor. (Ecc 10:1)

• A little sleep, a little slumber,  a little folding of 
the hands to rest and poverty will come on you 
like a thief and scarcity like an armed man (Prov
6:10-11)



No Big Deal, I’m OK

• Little Lie

• Little Lateness

• Little Compromise of Sin

• Little Hate/Unforgiveness

• Little Justification 

• Little Distracted

• Little Oil

• Outside the Kingdom (Weeping, Gnashing, Crying)



Jesus: I Don’t Know You!

“At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to 
meet him!’

“Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish 
ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going 

out.’
“‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. 

Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’
“But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom 

arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding 
banquet. And the door was shut.

“Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for 
us!’

“But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’
“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. 

(6-13)



Despair is most often the 
offspring of ill-preparedness. 

Donald E. Williams, Jr.



10 Virgins

5 Unwise

• Knew the Expectation

• I’m OK

• I’m an Exception 

• Felt Entitled to Oil

• Surprised/Shocked

• Expected to be let in

• Jesus did not know them

• Hell

• Unprepared

5 Wise 

• Serious about Kingdom

• Complete Obedience

• Ready for the Groom/Call

• Didn’t People Please

• Didn’t Feel Guilty (No)

• Confident 

• Known by Christ

• Heaven

• Prepared



Preparedness 

The Kingdom of God



Early and Steady

However much faith to obey God we now have, 
we will need to strengthen it continually and 

keep it refreshed constantly. We can do that by 
deciding now to be more quick to obey and 

more determined to endure. Learning to start 
early and to be steady are the keys to spiritual 
preparation. Procrastination and inconsistency 

are its mortal enemies.

Henry B. Eyring



Bring it on: I’m Fitted with Readiness

Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that 
when the day of evil comes, you may be able to 
stand your ground, and after you have done 
everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt 
of truth buckled around your waist, with the 
breastplate of righteousness in place, and with 
your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from 
the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up 
the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all 
the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet 
of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God (Eph 6:13-17)



The Wedding Suit: Fire-Proof Clothing 

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy 
and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness 
and patience. Bear with each other and 
forgive one another if any of you has a 

grievance against someone. Forgive as the 
Lord forgave you

(Col 3:12-13)



No Fear, Confident and a Life Style 

• Preparedness is the ultimate confidence 
builder. Vince Lombardi

• Preparedness, when properly pursued, is a 
way of life, not a sudden, spectacular 
program. Spencer W. Kimball

• If you are confident you have done everything 
possible to prepare yourself, then there is 
nothing to fear.  Michael Jordan



I’m Ready to Meet God (Fruit or Feast )

For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. If I 
am to go on living in the body, this will mean 

fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I 
do not know! I am torn between the two: I 

desire to depart and be with Christ, which is 
better by far

(Eph 1:21-23)



Lord, Take me now!

• Prayerful  

• Faithful

• Righteousness (In the Word)

• Watch the Little Things (The Oil)

• Pure Heart (No Attitudes/Forgiveness)

• Consistent/Reliable 

• Urgency/Alert

• Want others to be prepared. 

• Be Wise

• Be Ready


