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Entry Requirement!

Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least 
of these commands and teaches others accordingly 

will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but 
whoever practices and teaches these commands 

will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I 
tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses 
that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, 

you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven

(Matt 5:19-20)



What is a Pharisee? 

• The Sanhedrin, the 70-member supreme court of 
ancient Israel, had members from both the Sadducees 
and the Pharisees.

• Socially, the Sadducees were more elitist and 
aristocratic than the Pharisees. Sadducees tended to be 
wealthy and to hold more powerful positions. The chief 
priests and high priest were Sadducees, and they held 
the majority of seats in the Sanhedrin. The Pharisees 
were more representative of the common working 
people and had the respect of the masses. The 
Sadducees’ locus of power was the temple in 
Jerusalem; the Pharisees controlled the synagogues. 



A Pharisee



Actions of a Pharisee

• Fasted Twice a Week (Luke 18)

• Knew the Bible (Torah)

• Gave a Tenth 

• Pilgrimages 

• Purity 

• Festivals, Offerings and Sacrifices



Be on your Guard!

How is it you don’t understand that I was not 
talking to you about bread? But be on your 

guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees.” Then they understood that he was 
not telling them to guard against the yeast used 

in bread, but against the teaching of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees 

(Matt 16:11-12)



Jesus: Obey the Pharisees

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his 
disciples: “The teachers of the law and the 
Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. So you must be 
careful to do everything they tell you. But do not 
do what they do, for they do not practice what 
they preach. They tie up heavy, cumbersome 
loads and put them on other people’s shoulders, 
but they themselves are not willing to lift a 
finger to move them (Matt 23:1-4)



Sacrificial, Lack Justice, Mercy

• “Woe to you, teachers of the law and 
Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of 
your spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you 
have neglected the more important matters of 
the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. You 
should have practiced the latter, without 
neglecting the former (Matthew 23:23)



The Beliefs of a Pharisee
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10 to 1000’s (Burden)

The most famous part of the Torah is the 10 
Commandments, but these are actually just 10 of a 
total of 613 commandments given to the ancient 
Israelites. The original intent of these additions was 
to clarify the law, but it ended up adding many 
layers of complicated regulations. This Mishanh was 
already lengthy in Jesus’s day and continues to grow 
to this day. So for the Pharisees, they not only tried 
to follow the 613 commandments of the Mosaic 
Law, but the literally thousands of new 
commandments that were created to clarify the 
original 613 commandments (PursueGod.org)



Sabbath Worship

he Jewish scholars created thirty-nine separate 
categories of what “work” means, and within 
those thirty-nine categories there are many sub-
categories. So to follow the rule of not working 
on the Sabbath, there are literally thousands of 
sub-rules to follow, including how many steps 
you can take, and how many letters you can 
write on the Sabbath (pursueGod.org)



Sabbath Worship

In addition to these major regulations, 
there were countless other provisions 

concerning the observance of the 
Sabbath. Most commonly known is the 

so-called “sabbath day’s journey” of 
2,000 cu.— somewhat less than 2/3 mi 

(bibleask.org)



Sabbath Worship

It was also counted as Sabbath breaking to look 
in a mirror fixed to the wall (Shabbath 149a, 
Soncino ed. of the Talmud, p. 759). And also 

looking even to light a candle. Sadly, these same 
regulations permitted an egg laid on the 

Sabbath to be sold to a Gentile. And allowed for 
a Gentile to be hired to light a candle or a fire 

(bibleask.org)



Jesus and the Pharisees
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Questioning 

• “Why does he eat with tax collectors and 
sinners?” (Mark 2:16)

• “Look, why are they doing what is unlawful on 
the Sabbath?” (2:24)

• Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, 
“Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” (Mark 
10:2)

• Later they sent some of the Pharisees and 
Herodians to Jesus to catch him in his words. 
12:13



The Aha’s

They do not speak peaceably,

but devise false accusations

against those who live quietly in the land.

They sneer at me and say, “Aha! Aha!

With our own eyes we have seen it.” 

Ps 35:20-21



Progress of Hatred 

• The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all 
this and were sneering at Jesus. Luke 16:14

• When Jesus went outside, the Pharisees and 
the teachers of the law began to oppose him 
fiercely and to besiege him with questions 
Luke 11:53

• But the Pharisees went out and plotted how 
they might kill Jesus Matt 12:14



Is my Life Slamming!

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and 
Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut 

the door of the kingdom of heaven in 
people’s faces. You yourselves do not 

enter, nor will you let those enter who 
are trying to. 

(Matt 23:13)



Slamming the Kingdom Door



A Kingdom Usher (Inviting)



Father of Commands or Compassion

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and 
the God of all comfort, who comforts us in 

all our troubles, so that we can comfort 
those in any trouble with the comfort we 

ourselves receive from God 

(2 Cor 1:3-4). 



Jesus’ Heart
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Jewish Burden

Come to Me, all you who labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take 

My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I 
am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will 

find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy 
and My burden is light.“ 

(Matthew 11:28-30)



Jesus’ Rebuke (Matthew 23)

• Hypocrites (v13)

• Slammed Door (v13) 

• Blind Guides (v15)

• Full of Greed (v25)

• White Wash Tombs (v27)

• Brood of Vipers (v33)

• Killer of Prophets (v39)



Jesus’ Plea to the Pharisees

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who 
kill the prophets and stone those 

sent to you, how often I have 
longed to gather your children 
together, as a hen gathers her 

chicks under her wings, and you 
were not willing (Matt 23:37)



Who am I Like?

Pharisee Traits

• Deceptive (Yeast)

• Exasperating to Others

• Critical (AHA)

• Perfectionist 

• Outward 

• Public (Sunday)

• Commands

• Judgmental 

• Closed Minded(New/Change)

• Law

Jesus Traits

• Self- Aware 

• Empower Others

• Encouraging

• Flexible/Spirit

• Inward 

• 7 Day Christian

• Compassion

• Merciful

• Open/Learning

• Love



Pharisees Can Repent

The Kingdom Heaven 



Nicodemus (Shadows) 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named 
Nicodemus who was a member of the 

Jewish ruling council. He came to Jesus at 
night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you 

are a teacher who has come from God. For 
no one could perform the signs you are 

doing if God were not with him.” 

John 3:1-3



Spoke up for Jesus!

Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and the 
Pharisees, who asked them, “Why didn’t you bring him in?”

“No one ever spoke the way this man does,” the guards replied.

“You mean he has deceived you also?” the Pharisees retorted. “Have 
any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed in him? No! But this mob 

that knows nothing of the law—there is a curse on them.”

Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier and who was one of their 
own number, asked, “Does our law condemn a man without first 

hearing him to find out what he has been doing?”

They replied, “Are you from Galilee, too? Look into it, and you will find 
that a prophet does not come out of Galilee.” 

(John 7:45-52)



Criminal Burial

The rulers of the Jews had planned to have 
Jesus' body thrown in the open burial pits of 
Gehenna, south of the city; it was the custom 
thus to dispose of the victims of crucifixion. If 
this plan had been followed, the body of the 
Master would have been exposed to the wild 

beasts 

(truthbook.com)



Reverent Nicodemus 

Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body 
of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but 

secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With 
Pilate’s permission, he came and took the body 

away. He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man 
who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus 

brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about 
seventy-five pounds. Taking Jesus’ body, the two of 
them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. 
This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. 

John 19:38-40



Scared to Sacred 

• Secret Believer

• Kept in Shadows

• Pressure to Conform (Spouse, Work, Friends)

• Spoke up for Jesus (Attack)

• Showed Courage

• Jesus’ Death (Criminal)

• Carried Body (Disciples?)

• 75lbs of Myrrh and Aloes

• Time to come out of the Shadows 


