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“Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 Blessed are those who mourn,

for they will be comforted.
5 Blessed are the meek,

for they will inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,

for they will be filled.
7 Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.

8 Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.

9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all 
kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is 
your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who 

were before you.



The Meek and the Merciful

Kingdom of Heaven Series



Greek Meek! 

GK: praus: gentle, meek, the positive 
moral quality of dealing with people in 

a kind manner, with humility and 
consideration:– gentle (3), meek (1)



What is Meekness?
The word "meek" generally suggests gentleness and the 
self-control it entails. To be meek toward others implies 

freedom from malice and a vengeful spirit. Jesus 
exemplifies it best. We may acknowledge our own 

spiritual bankruptcy (v.3) and mourn (v.4). But to respond 
with meekness when others tell us of our bankruptcy is 
far more difficult. Meekness therefore requires such a 
true view about ourselves as will express itself even in 

our attitude toward others.
And the meek—not the strong, aggressive, harsh, 

tyrannical—will inherit the earth. The verb "inherit" often 
relates to entrance into the Promised Land 

(Expositor's Bible Commentary)



Inherit the Land

Entrance into the Promised Land ultimately 
became a pointer toward entrance into the new 
heaven and the new earth ("earth" is the same 

word as "land"; cf. Isa 66:22; Rev 21:1), the 
consummation of the messianic kingdom. 

Expositor's Bible Commentary



Happy are those who are 
humble; they will receive 
what God has promised! 

GNT



Gentle Jesus 

“Come to me, all you who are weary 
and burdened, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you and learn from 

me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls.  For my yoke is easy and my 
burden is light” (Matt 11:28-30)



The Heart of the Meek

• Considerate of others
• Humble 
• Listen to others
• Uplift the weary
• Worry about their Soul (Lostness)
• Considers others Spiritual State
• Approachable
• A Safe Place (Spouse, Friends and Kids)



Inconsiderate and Strong
The rise of individualism in American society explains this problem. 

America is one of the most individualistic societies in the world. That 
means Americans care more about themselves and less about larger 

collectives. They also tend to not respect hierarchies and are less 
willing to rely on higher authorities for support. Because of this, 

Americans have come to believe that they exert complete autonomy 
over their lives.

Most Americans want to make choices that promote their own 
interests instead of mutual beliefs and the overarching interests of the 
collective. "What is in it for me?" has become the pervasive question 
in America, while the value of virtue and truth has dwindled. Today's 

leaders have learned they cannot earn Americans' respect by 
preaching values of equality, love or justice. Their support can only be 

garnered by catering to individual interests — saying what people want 
to hear (Moshe Klien)



Contradiction: The Meek Win
Be still before the Lord

and wait patiently for him;
do not fret when people succeed in their ways,

when they carry out their wicked schemes.
Refrain from anger and turn from wrath;

do not fret—it leads only to evil.
For those who are evil will be destroyed,

but those who hope in the Lord will inherit the land
A little while, and the wicked will be no more;

though you look for them, they will not be found.
But the meek will inherit the land

and enjoy peace and prosperity (Ps 37:7-11)



“The stronger you 
become, the gentler 

you will be.”



The Merciful

BeAttitudes



Grace and Mercy are not the same: 
Grace is getting blessings that we do 
not deserve and Mercy is not getting 

the Punishment we do deserve 
(Russell Rhodes)

Grace and Mercy



Then Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how 
often shall my brother sin against me and I 

forgive him? Up to seven times?”  Jesus said to 
him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but 
up to seventy times seven.  “For this reason the 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 
who wished to settle accounts with his slaves  

Mat 18:21-23 (NAS)

Kingdom of Mercy  



All in Need of God’s Mercy
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 
in which you used to live when you followed the ways of 
this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the 
spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.  

All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the 
cravings of our flesh and following its desires and 

thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of 
wrath. But because of his great love for us, God, who is 
rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we 

were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been 
saved.  And God raised us up with Christ and seated us 

with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus 
(Eph 2:1-6)



Full and Great

• The Lord is full of compassion and mercy 
(James 5:11)

• Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us 
new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead (1 
Peter 1:3)



God’s Character

• Rich in Mercy
• Full of Mercy
• His Great Mercy
• Merciful 
• God has all this mercy
• Can I be Merciful? 



King David

• Committed Adultery
• Lied
• Deceived
• Manipulated
• Murdered Husband
• Rebuked by Nathan 
• Pleaded, Believed and Received



David Believed 

Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your unfailing love;

according to your great compassion
blot out my transgressions.
Wash away all my iniquity
and cleanse me from my sin 

(Ps 51:1-2)



Goliath and Shimei
As King David approached Bahurim, a man from the same 
clan as Saul’s family came out from there. His name was 
Shimei son of Gera, and he cursed as he came out.  He 

pelted David and all the king’s officials with stones, 
though all the troops and the special guard were on 

David’s right and left. As he cursed, Shimei said, “Get out, 
get out, you murderer, you scoundrel!.....  Then Abishai
son of Zeruiah said to the king, “Why should this dead 

dog curse my lord the king? Let me go over and cut off his 
head.” …..David then said to Abishai and all his officials, 

“My son, my own flesh and blood, is trying to kill me. 
How much more, then, this Benjamite! Leave him alone; 

let him curse, for the Lord has told him to.  
(2 Samuel 16:5-7,9, 11)



Little or a lot?

Therefore, I tell you, her many sins 
have been forgiven—as her great love 

has shown. But whoever has been 
forgiven little loves little.” 

(Luke 7:46)



Receive, so we can Give

• Forgive as you have been forgiven (Luke 6)
• Love one another as I have loved you (John 

13)
• God of Comfort/comforts you/ to comfort 

others (2 Cor 3)
• Be Merciful as Father is Merciful (Luke 6) 



Can I let it Go?

A person’s wisdom yields patience;
it is to one’s glory to overlook an 

offense
(Prov 19:11)



Mercy is Greater than Judgment 

Speak and act as those who are going to be 
judged by the law that gives freedom, because 

judgment without mercy will be shown to 
anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy 

triumphs over judgment 
(James 2:12-13)



Balance: Fear, Hate and Mercy

Be merciful to those who doubt; save 
others by snatching them from the 

fire; to others show mercy, mixed with 
fear—hating even the clothing stained 

by corrupted flesh  (Jude 22-23)



Mercy and Meekness from God Only

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first 
of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, 

submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, 
impartial and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in 

peace reap a harvest of righteousness 
(James 3:16-18)



Who He is and Who we are!

• God’s Nature is Merciful
• Given by God in abundance
• See our constant sinful state 
• Constant Gratitude and Humility
• Feel it we give It
• Overflow of Blessing/Love
• Greater than Judgement
• Balance: Mercy, Fear and Hate
• Organic Discipleship 



Teach me to feel another's woe,
To hide the fault I see;

That mercy I show to others show,
That mercy show to me.

Alexander Pope



Paul: Displayed Mercy thru Action

But for that very reason I was shown 
mercy so that in me, the worst of 

sinners, Christ Jesus might display his 
immense patience as an example for 
those who would believe in him and 

receive eternal life (1 Tim 1:16)



A Pure Motivator

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in 
view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is 
your true and proper worship. Do not conform 
to the pattern of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be 
able to test and approve what God’s will is—his 
good, pleasing and perfect will (Rom 12:1-2)



Let us with Gladsome Mind: 
John Milton

Let us, with a gladsome mind,
Praise the Lord, for He is kind:
For His mercies shall endure,

Ever faithful, ever sure.

He with all-commanding might,
Filled the new-made world with light;

For His mercies shall endure,
Ever faithful, ever sure.

All things living He doth feed,
His full hand supplies their need:

For His mercies shall endure,
Ever faithful, ever sure.



Let us with Gladsome Mind
He His chosen race did bless
In the wasteful wilderness:

For His mercies shall endure,
Ever faithful, ever sure.

He hath, with a piteous eye,
Looked upon our misery:

For His mercies shall endure,
Ever faithful, ever sure.

Let us, then, with a gladsome mind,
Praise the Lord, for He is kind:
For His mercies shall endure,

Ever faithful, ever sure.


