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Philippians 3
The Kingdom of Heaven 



Heavenward

Not that I have already obtained all this, or have 
already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take 
hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of 
me. Brothers and sisters, I do not consider 
myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing 
I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining 
toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal 
to win the prize for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus (Phil 3:12-14)



Our Citizenship 

But our citizenship is in heaven. And we 
eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord 

Jesus Christ, who, by the power that 
enables him to bring everything under his 
control, will transform our lowly bodies so 

that they will be like his glorious body 
(Philippian 3:20-21)



“On earth there is no heaven, but 
there are pieces of it.”

Jules Renard



Prerequisites 

Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see 
the kingdom of God unless they are born again.

“How can someone be born when they are old?” 
Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a 

second time into their mother’s womb to be born!”
Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can 
enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of 
water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but 
the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be 
surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 

(John 3:3-7)



Preparing A Place

• Instead, they were longing for a better country—
a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to 
be called their God, for he has prepared a city for 
them (Heb 11:16)

• “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe 
in God; believe also in me. My Father’s house has 
many rooms; if that were not so, would I have 
told you that I am going there to prepare a place 
for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come back and take you to be with me that 
you also may be where I am (John 14:1-3)



“Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.

Blessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.

Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely 
say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, 

because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you (Matt 5:3-12)



Warning: Kingdom of Heaven (31)
• Mustard Seed (Matt 13)
• Seeds on the Ground (Matt 13)
• 10 Virgins (5 Wise and 5 Unwise) Matt 25
• Yeast in Dough (Matt 13)
• Hidden Treasure (Matt 13)
• Parable of the Net (Matt 13)
• The Greatest –Is Last (Matt 18)
• A Stumbling Block (Matt 18)
• Unmerciful Servant (Matt 18)
• A Child (Matt 19)
• The Vineyard –Gratitude (Matt 20)



When we least Expect it!
“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the 
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. As it 

was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the 
Son of Man. For in the days before the flood, people were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up 
to the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing 
about what would happen until the flood came and took 
them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the 

Son of Man. Two men will be in the field; one will be 
taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding 
with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left.
“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on 

what day your Lord will come (Matt 24:36-42)



The Emotion

• “There will be weeping there, and gnashing of 
teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of 
God, but you yourselves thrown out (Luke 
13:28)

• “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because 
great is your reward in heaven (Luke 6:23)



To Enter the Kingdom of Heaven 
• Baptized 
• Poor in spirit and the meek
• Peacemakers
• The Childlike
• The Merciful
• Persecuted/ Insulted 
• Be Prepared
• Come without warning
• One could be taken and the other left behind
• Only God Knows  
• Extreme Emotion will be expressed



Joy, Fear and Love

• “Joy is the serious business of Heaven.” —C. S. 
Lewis

• “Let your hope of heaven master your fear of 
death.” —William Gurnall

• “There is only one path to Heaven. On Earth, 
we call it Love.” —Unknown



Heaven 

“We cannot even begin to 
imagine how wonderful 

heaven is.”
Catherine Pulsifer



New Heaven and New Earth

Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for 
the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the 
Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully 
dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place 
is now among the people, and he will dwell with 
them. They will be his people, and God himself will 
be with them and be their God. (Rev 21:1-4)





The Old is Gone!

“Heaven will be the perfection 
we’ve always longed for. All the 
things that made Earth unlovely 

and tragic will be absent in 
heaven.”

Billy Graham



The Throne of God

And the one who sat there had the appearance of 
jasper and ruby. A rainbow that shone like an 

emerald encircled the throne. Surrounding the 
throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated 

on them were twenty-four elders. They were 
dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their 
heads. From the throne came flashes of lightning, 

rumblings and peals of thunder. In front of the 
throne, seven lamps were blazing. These are the 
seven spirits of God. Also in front of the throne 

there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as 
crystal (Rev 4:3-6)





The Throne

Then I heard every creature in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth and on the sea, and 

all that is in them, saying:
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb

be praise and honor and glory and power,
for ever and ever!” 

(Rev 5:13)



Elders

the twenty-four elders fall down before him who 
sits on the throne and worship him who lives for 
ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the 

throne and say:

“You are worthy, our Lord and God,
to receive glory and honor and power,

for you created all things,
and by your will they were created

and have their being.” (Rev 5:10-11)





Worship in Heaven



Heavenly Praise

After this I heard what sounded like the roar of 
a great multitude in heaven shouting:

“Hallelujah!
Salvation and glory and power belong to our 

God” 
(Rev 19:1)



The Choir!

And they sang a new song, saying:
“You are worthy to take the scroll

and to open its seals,
because you were slain,

and with your blood you purchased for God
persons from every tribe and language and 

people and nation.
You have made them to be a kingdom and priests 

to serve our God,
and they will reign on the earth.” (Rev 5:9-10)



Worship in Heaven 
Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering 

thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. 
They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. In a 

loud voice they were saying:

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength

and honor and glory and praise!”

Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, saying:

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be praise and honor and glory and power,

for ever and ever!” (Rev 5:11-13)





Never Stop!

Day and night they never stop saying:

“‘Holy, holy, holy

is the Lord God Almighty,’

who was, and is, and is to come.” (Rev 4:8)



Heaven 

• New Song
• New Earth
• Elders, Angels, Spirits, Creatures
• Intense Worship
• Night and Day
• Multitudes 10,000 X 10,000 
• The Throne (Blinding)
• The Lamb of God
• Glory and Power



My Father’s House

“I have come home at last! This is 
my real country! I belong here. This 
is the land I have been looking for 
all my life, though I never knew it 

till now (C.S. Lewis)



The Tenderness of God  

• For the Lamb at the center of the throne will 
be their shepherd; ‘he will lead them to 
springs of living water.’ ‘And God will wipe 
away every tear from their eyes.’ (Rev 7:17) .

• There will be no more death’ or mourning or 
crying or pain, for the old order of things has 
passed away.” (Rev 21:4)

• “We must go through many hardships to enter 
the kingdom of God,”(Acts 14:22)



God will wipe away your Tears



“Earth has no sorrow that 
Heaven cannot heal.” 

Thomas Moore



Philippians: We all will Worship! 

And being found in appearance as a man, 
he humbled himself 

and became obedient to death—
even death on a cross! 

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
and gave him the name that is above every name,  

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth,  and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father (Phil 2:8-11)



Last Communion on our Knees



Beautiful Place

“Heaven is a beautiful place to 
be, full of beautiful people 
having a beautiful time!”

David Brandt Berg


