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What makes a Healthy 
Church?

Devoted to Prayer



Devotion 

They devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and to 

fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer (Acts 2:42)



Natural Prayer Life

"If the spiritual life be healthy, 
under the full power of the Holy 

Spirit, praying without ceasing will 
be natural." 

Andrew Murray 



How is my Prayer “Life”?

Devoted to Prayer



Asking God or Seeking my Father?  
"The essence of prayer does not consist in asking God 

for something but in opening our hearts to God, in 
speaking with Him, and living with Him in perpetual 

communion. Prayer is continual abandonment to God. 
Prayer does not mean asking God for all kinds of things 

we want; it is rather the desire for God Himself, the only 
Giver of Life, Prayer is not asking, but union with God. 

Prayer is not a painful effort to gain from God help in the 
varying needs of our lives. Prayer is the desire to possess 

God Himself, the Source of all life. The true spirit of 
prayer does not consist in asking for blessings, but in 
receiving Him who is the giver of all blessings, and in 

living a life of fellowship with Him."  
Sadhu Sundar Singh



Hearts, Prayers and Reward

“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, 
for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and 

on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I 
tell you, they have received their reward in full.  But 

when you pray, go into your room, close the door 
and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your 

Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward 
you. And when you pray, do not keep on babbling 

like pagans, for they think they will be heard 
because of their many words. Do not be like them, 
for your Father knows what you need before you 

ask him (Matthew 6:5-8)



Prayers and Hearts

• Pharisees: Hypocrites (say vs. do), Public, Duty, 
Rote, sounds right but hollow, no reward.

• Pagans: Babbling, no connection, many words,  
and not heard by God

• Intimate Prayer: Personal, Child to Father, 
Emotional/Heart and Rewarded/Heard

• How we pray shows our relationship with God!
• The Rewarded: Heart, Personal and Childlike





My Prayer Life?                                                                          

None

Duty/Rote/QT

Praying w/ No 
Emotion/Asking

Inconsistent /Desperate 
Prayer

Prayers of Gratitude (Overflow)

Seeking Deep Emotional Relationship w/ 
Father (24/7)



Expression of Emotion: A Groan

True prayer is measured by weight, not 
by length. A single groan before God 

may have more fullness of prayer in it 
than a fine oration of great length." 

C. H. Spurgeon



"There is not in the world a kind 
of life more sweet and delightful 

than that of a continual 
conversation with God." 

Brother Lawrence

A Conversation with my Father



A Deep Relationship with 
my Father

Devotion 



Beautiful Eternal Relationship

He has made everything beautiful in its time. He 
has also set eternity in the human heart; yet no one 
can fathom what God has done from beginning to 
end. I know that there is nothing better for people 

than to be happy and to do good while they live. 
That each of them may eat and drink, and find 

satisfaction in all their toil—this is the gift of God.  I 
know that everything God does will endure forever; 
nothing can be added to it and nothing taken from 

it. God does it so that people will fear him 
(Ecc 3:11-14). 



A Beautiful Relationship 

• Can’t Fathom (Deep, not Boring, Endless)
• Wired: Eternal Relation with our Father (Forever)
• There from the Beginning (before Conception) 
• Heart Connection and Emotion
• What he has done/doing? (Reflective)
• Meditation/ Slow down (blessings, Mercies)
• Nothing can be added or taken away (Exception)
• Understand who we are and who He is (Reverence)



Sin Separates

This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus 
Christ to all who believe. There is no difference 
between Jew and Gentile,  for all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God,  and all are 

justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus 

(Romans 3:22-24)



Sin and Prayer

"If the Christian does not allow 
prayer to drive sin out of his life, 

sin will drive prayer out of his life. 
Like light and darkness, the two 

cannot dwell together." 
M.E. Andross



Sin and Prayer

Sinful/Lukewarm Behavior 
• Not Praying/Word
• Hide
• Separate from Others
• Want to be Alone
• Don’t Reach out
• Repeated Sin
• Attitude Prone
• Going through motions
• Duty/Chore
• Stagnation 

Seeking Connection w/ God
• Praying /Connected
• Open w/ Life
• Enjoy Fellowship
• Building Friendships
• Need for Closeness 
• Serving w/Joy
• Forgiving/Grace filled
• Intimate / Personal
• Fun Loving (Flows)
• Growth/Transformation



Father, Why do I feel Alone/Numb?

Alexander Moody Stuart (1809-1898) - His three 
rules of prayer:

1. Pray till you pray.

2. Pray till you are conscious of being heard.

3. Pray till you receive an answer.



The Power of Prayer

Devotion  



The Force be with You

"We must begin to believe that 
God, in the mystery of prayer, has 
entrusted us with a force that can 
move the Heavenly world, and can 

bring its power down to earth." 
Andrew Murray



Power to Confront

"A man who is intimate with 
God will never be 

intimidated by men." 
Leonard Ravenhill



Six Keys to Powerful Prayer!

"If you want that splendid power in 
prayer, you must remain in loving, 
living, lasting, conscious, practical, 
abiding union with the Lord Jesus 

Christ." 
C. H. Spurgeon 



A Loving Union

• Loving- Agape/Emotion/Selfless
• Living- Active Today 
• Lasting- Consistent
• Conscious- Open/Honest
• Practical- Real Expectations (1 Thing)
• Union- Knowing Christ/Childlike  



Believe: Let Prayer Work!

"Time spent in prayer will yield more than that 
given to work. Prayer alone gives work its worth 
and its success.  Prayer opens the way for God 

Himself to do His work in us and through us. Let 
our chief work as God's messengers be 

intercession; in it we secure the presence and 
power of God to go with us."  

Andrew Murray



God working through Her! 

“I no longer run for self recognition, 
but to reflect His perfect will that is 
already set in stone. I don’t deserve 

anything. But by grace, through faith, 
Jesus has given me everything. 

Records come and go. The glory of 
God is eternal. Thank you Father”



Sydney: Putting God in Gold!



Communion 

Prayer: Devoted to my 
Father



Paul’s Prayer for the fullness of Christ 
in our Hearts

For this reason I kneel before the Father,  from whom every 
family in heaven and on earth derives its name.  I pray that 

out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power 
through his Spirit in your inner being,  so that Christ may dwell 
in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted 
and established in love, may have power, together with all the 
Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and 

deep is the love of Christ,  and to know this love that 
surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure 

of all the fullness of God.
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we 
ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within 

us,  to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

(Eph 3:14-21)


