
HIGHER LOVE 
SERIES



1. Agape is not 
easily angered 
(Part 1)

2. Agape is not 
irritable. (Part 2)





1 Cor. 13:4 
Love is patient, love is kind. It 
does not envy, it does not boast, 
it is not proud.



1 Cor. 13:4
Love is not proud

φυσιόω - physioō

Def:
• to inflate, blow up, to cause to swell up
• to puff up, make proud
• to be puffed up, to bear one's self loftily, be 

proud



§Written by Apostle 
Paul to the 
Corinthian Church
§Church with a lot of 
problems.
- Boasting 





There are six things the Lord hates.
In fact, he hates seven things.
The Lord hates proud eyes,
a lying tongue, and hands that kill those 
who aren’t guilty.



Pride leads to 
destruction;

a proud 
attitude brings 
ruin.



In his pride the wicked man 
does not seek him;

in all his thoughts there is no 
room for God.



1. Self-exaltation

DANIEL 4: 29-30

Twelve months later, as the king was 
walking on the roof of the royal palace of 
Babylon, he said, “Is not this the great 
Babylon I have built as the royal 
residence, by my mighty power and for 
the glory of my majesty?”



DANIEL 4: 33-34

Immediately what had been said about 
Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled. He was driven away 
from people and ate grass like the ox. His body was 
drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair 
grew like the feathers of an eagle and his nails like 
the claws of a bird.
At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised 
my eyes toward heaven, and my sanity was 
restored. Then I praised the Most High; I honored 
and glorified him who lives forever.



2. Self-promotion
Beware of practicing your 
righteousness before other people 
in order to be seen by them, for then 
you will have no reward from your 
Father who is in heaven. (Matthew 
6:1–2)



2. Self-promotion
Thus, when you give to the 
needy, sound no trumpet before 
you, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets, 
that they may be praised by 
others. Truly, I say to you, they 
have received their reward. 
(Matthew 6:1-2)



3. Self-justification



Two men went up into the 
temple to pray, one a Pharisee 
and the other a tax collector. 
The Pharisee, standing by 
himself, prayed this: “God, I 
thank you that I am not like 
other men, extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers, or even like 
this tax collector. I fast twice a 
week; I give tithes of all that I 
get.”



But the tax collector, standing far 
off, would not even lift up his eyes 
to heaven, but beat his breast, 
saying, “God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner!” I tell you, this man went 
down to his house justified, rather 
than the other. For everyone who 
exalts himself will be humbled, 
but the one who humbles 
himself will be exalted.



4. Self-pity
JONAH 4:2-4
He prayed to the LORD, “Isn’t this what I 
said, LORD, when I was still at home? 
That is what I tried to forestall by 
fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are a 
gracious and compassionate God, slow 
to anger and abounding in love, a God 
who relents from sending 
calamity. Now, LORD, take away my 
life, for it is better for me to die than to 
live.”But the LORD replied, “Is it right for 
you to be angry?”



Self-pity

“The reason self-pity does not look like pride is that it appears 
to be needy. But the need arises from a wounded ego and the 
desire of the self-pitying is not really for others to see them as 
helpless, but as heroes. The need self-pity feels does not come 
from a sense of unworthiness, but from a sense of unrecognized 
worthiness. It is the response of unapplauded pride.”  
- John Piper, The Purifying Power of Living by Faith in FUTURE GRACE



5. Self-condemnation
For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to 
various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, 
hated by others and hating one another. But when the goodness and 
loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because 
of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, 
by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he 
poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior. (Titus 3:3–6)



1. Self-exaltation :Pride that gives credit to himself.
2. Self-promotion :Pride that welcomes credit from 
others. 
3. Self-justification: Pride that expects credit from 
God Himself.
4. Self-pity: Pride that compares himself to others.
5. Self-condemnation: Pride that judges himself.



PRIDE HUMILITY
Focuses on the failure of others Realize that they fall short  & have 

overwhelming sense of their need 
to grow

Self righteous, overly critical, fault 
finding 

Compassionate & forgiving

Sees own life with a telescope 
while others with a microscope

Looks for the best in others

Knows what is best and won’t be 
told otherwise

Seeks input and advice



As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground 
and heard a voice say to him,“Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told 
what you must do.” The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see 
anyone. Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by 
the hand into Damascus. For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything. (Ac. 9:3-9)



Philippians 2:1-3

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any 
comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, 
any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by 
being of the same mind, having the same love, being 
in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing 
from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 
count others more significant than yourselves.



Philippians 2:4-7

Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but 
also to the interests of others. Have this mind among 
yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, 
though he was in the form of God, did not count 
equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of 
a servant, being born in the likeness of men.



Philippians 2:8-11
And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted 
him and bestowed on him the name that is above 
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.


