
Higher Love 

Part III 
The Rock of Agape 



Where is the Love?
The truth is kept secret, and swept under the rug
If you never know truth then you never know love

Where's the love, y'all, come on (I don't know)
Where's the truth, y'all, come on (I don't know)

Where's the love, y'all

Father, Father, Father help us
Send some guidance from above

'Cause people got me, got me questionin'
Where is the love (Love)

Where is the love (The love)?
Where is the love (The love)?
Where is the love (The love)?
Where is the love (The love)?



Four Greek Words for Love
• Eros Love . It meant physical passion; its gratification and fulfillment. It is 

inferred in many scriptures and is the only kind of love that God restricts 
to a one-man, one-woman relationship within the bounds of marriage 

• Storge Love - Storge is the natural bond between mother and infant, 
father, children, and kin. 

• Phileo Love - Phileo love is a love of the affections. It is delighting to be in 
the presence of another, a warm feeling that comes and goes with 
intensity. God never commands phileo since this type of love is based on 
the feelings. God Himself did not phileo the world but rather operated in 
agape love towards us. 

• Agape Love - Agape love is God's kind of love. It is seeking the welfare and 
betterment of another regardless of how we feel. Agape does not have the 
primary meaning of feelings or affection. Jesus displayed it when he went 
to the cross and died for you and me regardless of how He felt.  Jesus 
sought the betterment of you and me, regardless of His feelings. 



Higher Love than Pagans!

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you: Love 

(Agapao) your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father 
in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and 
the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the 
unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what 

reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors 
doing that? And if you greet only your brothers, 

what are you doing more than others? Do not even 
pagans do that? (Mt 5:43-47)



All Men will Know

“A new command I give you: Love (Agape) one 
another. As I have loved you, so you must love 
(Agape) one another. By this all men will know 
that you are my disciples, if you love (Agape) 

one another.” 
(Jn 13:34-35)



What am I Known for?

• You Must (Individual Mandate)
• How we Love each other shows our Faith 
• Our Love makes us different 
• Loving Church verses Religious or Right Church
• Our Love shows true followship
• We Belong to Jesus (My Disciples)
• This Love is irresistible to Friends
• Creates a notable standard



Seeping Cephas (Peter)

Higher Love



Phileo

Phileo Love - Phileo love is a love of the 
affections. It is delighting to be in the 
presence of another, a warm feeling that 
comes and goes with intensity. God never 
commands phileo since this type of love is 
based on the feelings. 



The Vision
When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked 

his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”
They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; 

and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”

Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God.”

Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this 
was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father 
in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I 

will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 
overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be[d] bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be[e] loosed in 

heaven.” (Matt 16:13-17)



Peter Rebukes Jesus

From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples 
that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at 
the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers 
of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day 
be raised to life.
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, 

Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!”
Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! 
You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind 
the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” 
(Matt 16:21-23)



Peter’s Phileo Verses God’s Agape  

Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, 
“Lord, how many times shall I forgive 
my brother or sister who sins against 

me? Up to seven times?”
Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven 

times, but seventy-seven times 
(Matt 18:21-22)



Anger and Phileo

Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and 
struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his 
right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) 
(John 18:10)
“Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to 
him, “for all who draw the sword will die by the 
sword. (Matt 26:52)



I’ll will die for you!
Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on 

account of me, for it is written:
“‘I will strike the shepherd,

and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’
But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.”

Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never 
will.”

“Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the 
rooster crows, you will disown me three times.”

But Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never 
disown you.” And all the other disciples said the same 

(Matt 26:31-35)



God will expose your Phileo!
Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl 
came to him. “You also were with Jesus of Galilee,” she said.
But he denied it before them all. “I don’t know what you’re 

talking about,” he said.
Then he went out to the gateway, where another servant girl 
saw him and said to the people there, “This fellow was with 

Jesus of Nazareth.”
He denied it again, with an oath: “I don’t know the man!”

After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and 
said, “Surely you are one of them; your accent gives you away.”

Then he began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I 
don’t know the man!”

Immediately a rooster crowed. Then Peter remembered the 
word Jesus had spoken: “Before the rooster crows, you will 

disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly 
(Matt 26:69-74)



Come to Jesus Moment!
When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son 

of John, do you truly love (Agape) me more than these?” 
“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love (Phileo) you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 
Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you truly love (Agape) me?” 

He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love (Phileo) you.” 
Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 

The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love (Phileo) 
me?” 

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love 
(Phileo) me?” 

He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love (Phileo) you.” 
Jesus said, “Feed my sheep (John 21:15-17)



Living in Phileo Land

• Consumed with World (Self)
• Angry at the wrong things (Traffic/Souls)
• Constantly giving into impulses/sin
• Passionately Wrong (Think you are right)
• Good intentions but no substance (Disney)
• See our cowardice or people pleasing nature
• Do not mature Emotionally or Spiritually (EHS) 
• Must have a come to Jesus Moment 
• Jesus never lost sight of the vision of what Peter 

could be a Rock!



The Transformation 

The Rock of Agape 



Who wrote this?

• For this very reason, make every effort to add to 
your faith goodness; and to goodness, 

knowledge; and to knowledge, SELF-CONTROL; 
and to self-control, perseverance; and to 

perseverance, godliness;  and to godliness, 
mutual affection; and to mutual affection, 

LOVE…………….Therefore, my brothers and sisters, 
make every effort to confirm your calling and 

election. For if you do these things, you will never 
stumble, and you will receive a rich welcome into 
the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ 
• (2 Peter 1:5-11)



Who wrote this on Courage?

• But even if you should suffer for 
what is right, you are blessed. “Do 

not fear their threats; do not be 
frightened.” But in your hearts revere 

Christ as Lord
• (1 Peter 3:14-15)



Who Wrote this on Agape?

• Now that you have purified yourselves by 
obeying the truth so that you have sincere 
love for each other, love one another deeply, 
from the heart. 

• Above all, love each other deeply, because 
love covers over a multitude of sins

• (1 Peter 1:22, 4:8) 



Peter and Patience!

The Lord is not slow in keeping his 
promise, as some understand 
slowness. Instead he is patient 
with you, not wanting anyone to 
perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance (2 Peter 3:9)



Phileo vs. Agape

Phileo Land
• Consumed by World (Self)
• Good Intentions (Yes/No)
• Deceived 
• Passionate (Wrong Things) 
• Coward before Man
• People Pleaser
• Do not Mature
• Shifting/Seeping Sand

Agape Transformation
• Focused on Others (Sheep)
• Words and Actions(Yes/Yes)
• Honest with Self
• Energy in things Eternal
• Courageous for God
• Convictions/Stand  (Acts 2)
• Growth in Faith
• The Rock of Agape 



Communion 

The Rock of Agape



Peter’s Death
According to church tradition, Peter was killed by 
Emperor Nero around 64 AD, after the Great Fire of 
Rome, which he famously blamed Christians for starting. 
A second-century apocryphal text called Acts of Peter was 
the first account claiming Peter was crucified upside 
down, which was allegedly because he didn’t consider 
himself worthy of dying the same death as Jesus.
At the end of the Gospel of John, Jesus predicts Peter’s 
death when he tells him, “when you are old you will 
stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you 
and lead you where you do not want to go” (John 21:18). 
In case you missed that, John remarks, “Jesus said this to 
indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify 
God” (John 21:19).



Last Words?

And the God of all grace, who called 
you to his eternal glory in Christ, after 
you have suffered a little while, will 
himself restore you and make you 
strong, firm and steadfast. To him be 
the power for ever and ever. Amen (1 
Peter 5:10-11)



64AD: Carry your Cross!



Peter’s Cross

Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery 
ordeal that has come on you to test you, as 

though something strange were happening to 
you. But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in 

the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be 
overjoyed when his glory is revealed. If you are 
insulted because of the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests 

on you. (1 Peter 4:12-14)


