
Higher Love Series 

Agape never Fails 



Agape or Nothing!
If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have 

love {Agape}, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging 
cymbal.  If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can 

move mountains, but do not have love {Agape}, I am nothing.  
If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to 

hardship that I may boast, but do not have love {Agape}, I gain 
nothing.

Love {Agape} is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does 
not boast, it is not proud.  It does not dishonor others, it is not 

self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 

truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres.

Love {Agape} never fails (1 Cor 13:1-8)



Agape or Bust!

• Speak all languages
• Greatest Faith (Missions)
• Sell everything to the Poor 
• Suffer for Christ (Persecution))
• All Knowledge (Bible/Greek/Hebrew) 
• Every Service or Sacrifice without Agape
• Means Nothing
• Sermon means nothing without Agape
• Motives and Inspiration 
• Every act/service in Christ must be fueled by 

Agape.   



A Command: To Agape Each Other

“A new command I give you: Love (Agape) one 
another. As I have loved you, so you must love 
(Agape) one another. By this all men will know 
that you are my disciples, if you love (Agape) 

one another.” 
(Jn 13:34-35)



Agape Relationship
• God Centered Relationship
• On Your Heart
• Spiritually Empowering
• Constant Contact
• Both Givers
• Conscientious
• Praying for You
• Safe Place
• Focus on Others (Lost)
• Church of Agape Members!



Phileo Fellowship
Despite the fact that we place a premium on “authentic 
relationships,” very few people within the church ever 
come to enjoy them. We make great boasts of “the way 
and the truth and the life”, but gather us together into 
our churches and all this truth speech goes silent. We 
clam up about the interior of our own souls and personal 
struggles. We hide from one another. What you tend to 
hear in church instead of soul-exposing honesty is cliché 
driven dialogue adorned with spiritual speak. “Fine,” we 
say to one another, “I’m doing fine.” We accept these 
sorts of answers from one another and move on to 
sports, kids or weekly routines. But, we are not “fine” and 
we know it (Christianity.com) 



Four Greek Words for Love
• Eros Love . It meant physical passion; its gratification and fulfillment. It is 

inferred in many scriptures and is the only kind of love that God restricts 
to a one-man, one-woman relationship within the bounds of marriage 

• Storge Love - Storge is the natural bond between mother and infant, 
father, children, and kin. 

• Phileo Love - Phileo love is a love of the affections. It is delighting to be in 
the presence of another, a warm feeling that comes and goes with 
intensity. God never commands phileo since this type of love is based on 
the feelings. God Himself did not phileo the world but rather operated in 
agape love towards us. 

• Agape Love - Agape love is God's kind of love. It is seeking the welfare and 
betterment of another regardless of how we feel. Agape does not have the 
primary meaning of feelings or affection. Jesus displayed it when he went 
to the cross and died for you and me regardless of how He felt.  Jesus 
sought the betterment of you and me, regardless of His feelings. 



The World: Adikeo

Gk Adikeo: the opposite of justice; 
unrighteousness, as a violation of God's 
standards (justice) which brings divine 
disapproval; a count (violation) of God's justice, 
especially to inflict undeserved hurt by ignoring 
God's justice i.e. what is contrary to His 
righteous judgments (what He approves).



The World (Adikeo) 
• Conditional 
• Relationship based on Common Interest
• Use Others
• Untrusting/Guarded
• Limited/Unreliable
• Not Obligated 
• Sinful
• No Loyalty
• Empty
• Hurt/Disheartened 



The Phileo Upgrade

Adikeo World
• Conditional 
• Sinful
• Broken Dreams
• Harmful Relationships
• No trust
• Dysfunctional family 
• Destructive Patterns
• Lost Hope
• Unfulfilling/Lonely

Phileo Dream (Religious)
• Initially Excited
• Friendly
• New Member (Studies/Involved)
• Right Words (Love, friendship)
• Meet Physical Needs
• Hope of Healing 
• Hope of Family
• Hope of Agape
• Social/ Friendly/Limited



Phileo Fellowship 

In the Shallows 



The Damage of Shallowship

Have you, like me, sometimes felt afraid and kept 
your church at arm’s length? If you just show up, 
shake a hand or two, listen to the sermon {zoom 
camera off} , and leave—if you never really engage 
deeply with the people sitting around you—then 
you (and I) need to remind ourselves how damaging 
shallow relationships are to the church…….. Really, 
most of us are living in emotional isolation while 
telling ourselves that we aren’t, because we go to 
church every Sunday (Caroline  Madison 
crosswalk.com)



Falsehood

Therefore each of you must put off 
falsehood and speak truthfully to your 

neighbor, for we are all members of 
one body (Eph 4:25)



9 Reasons the Unchurched don’t go to 
Church 

#5: Unchurched people get suspicious when church 
leaders and Christians want to appear to have it ‘all 
together’. Let’s face it, you don’t. And they know it. 
When you are honest about your struggles, it draws 
unchurched people closer. I make it a point to tell 
unchurched people all the time that our church 
isn’t perfect, that we will probably let them down, 
but that one of the marks of a Christian community 
is that we can deal with our problems face to face 
and honestly, and that I hope we will be able to 
work it through. There is a strange attraction in 
that.



“I’m a big believer” in Agape!
I have a lot of church acquaintances.
They know who I am and how I’m doing, for the most part.  
They keep up to date on big events in my life.  We know the 
names of each other’s spouses and children.  And I keep them 
on the Christmas card list, naturally.  But they’re 
acquaintances: largely casual relationships that require little 
engagement………I’m a big believer that real, enduring 
friendship is rare and to be treasured, and my inner introvert 
doesn’t really desire the maintenance and emotional energy 
that an enormous cloud of soul-deep friends might require.
Still, I’ve noticed that an awful lot of people have trouble 
making friends in church.  New members of a congregation 
can gather acquaintances by the dozens, but even after years 
I’ve witnessed some believers struggle to find enduring, 
authentic friendships in God’s house. The Samaritan song



Agape is Action

Dear children, let us not love  with 
words or speech but with actions 

and in truth (1 John 3:18)



Love Takes Risks: Far from the Shallow

I'm falling
In all the good times I find myself longin' for change

And in the bad times I fear myself………..
I'm off the deep end, watch as I dive in

I'll never meet the ground
Crash through the surface, where they can't hurt us

We're far from the shallow now

In the sha-ha-sha-ha-low
In the sha-ha-sha-la-la-la-low
In the sha-ha-sha-ha-ha-low

We're far from the shallow now



Going Deep 

Agape never Fails



Rooted, Established and Deep

For this reason I kneel before the Father,  from 
whom every family in heaven and on earth derives 
its name. I pray that out of his glorious riches he 
may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in 
your inner being,  so that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being 
rooted and established in love {Agape},  may have 
power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to 
grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the 
love of Christ,  and to know this love {Agape} that 
surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the 
measure of all the fullness of God (Eph 3:14-19). 



Hard and Necessary Work of Agape

Scott Sauls, author of Jesus Outside the Lines, 
explains why the hard work of developing real 

friendships is important, even if seemingly 
impossible.

“The hard and necessary work of reconciliation, 
peace-making, relational perseverance and loving 

the unlovely is not something we generally gravitate 
on our own … we need the inconvenient and costly 
demands of congregational living to shape that kind 

of love.” FTC.com



Every Effort to get to Agape

For this very reason, make every effort to add to 
your faith goodness; and to goodness, 

knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control ; and 
to self-control, perseverance; and to 

perseverance, godliness;  and to godliness, 
mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love 

{Agape}
(2 Peter 1:5-11)



Get out of the Shallows

This is why people often abandon Christianity and 
stop attending church — because God has been 
replaced by shallow gimmicks {and shallow 
Fellowhip}.
Instead of helping the poor, feeding the hungry, 
tending to the sick, sheltering the homeless, 
fighting injustice, speaking for the voiceless, 
sacrificially giving, and wholeheartedly loving our 
neighbors (and enemies), churches have become 
corrupted by secular values and empty content. 
Sojo.net



Jump in the Deep End

Phileo Fellowship
• Nice People (Goodness)
• Serving People
• Friendly Service
• Out of Sight out of Mind
• Aware of Physical Needs
• To Do’s (church)
• Religious Habits (motions)
• Barely Make it (late)
• Service is the Star

Agape Church 
• Deep People (Spirit Empathy)
• Spiritually Concerned
• Emotionally Available
• Conscientiousness (7 Days) 
• Character of Agape
• Agape Fueled (want to)
• Trust and Risk
• Bring Friends
• Agape is the Star



Communion 

Agape never Fails



God is Agape

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and 
God in them.  This is how love is made complete 
among us so that we will have confidence on the 
day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. 

There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out 
fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The 

one who fears is not made perfect in love.
We love {Agape) because he first loved us 

(1 John  4:16-19)


